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private adventure... â™ª If
it wasn't for that meeting
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never would have known I
had a sister. I had never
been to the village where
Alyonka was born and
raised. She and her parents
always went south. We
always lived in different
cities, and saw each other
very rarely. When we met,
we were always happy to
see each other, and when
we parted, we always
huddled together and tried
not to let go of each
other's hands. I grew up to
be a tomboy, but I was
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always different. While
our parents were in a
relationship, we acted like
little kids, yet we had the
same goal, we wanted to
be close and yet we didn't
want to say anything to
each other. One day a
friend came to visit us,
and we sat in the kitchen
for a long time, drinking
wine and talking. I was
always wearing glasses, as
I was self-conscious about
my short-sightedness, and
when we'd talked enough
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One day a friend came to
visit us, and we sat in the
kitchen for a long time,
drinking wine and talking.
I was always wearing
glasses, because I was
ashamed of my short-
sightedness, and when we
had talked enough, I asked
my friend to take a thick
old book out of the shelf
and read it in an evening.
The book was called
"Amusing Physics," and it
was called that not
because it contained any
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kind of amusing physics,
but because it was physics
that I really learned. The
book was full of formulas
and pictures. The formulas
were such that it took me
a long time to memorize
them, because they were
hard to remember. But if
you don't memorize them,
you can't do anything. And
I memorized pictures,
because pictures are easy
to remember and last a
lifetime. I wrote this book
in 1965, when I was
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eighteen years old, and it
had a lot of formulas. Now
there are a lot less of
them. But I don't regret
having written it at that
time. I was involved in
events that might not have
happened if I hadn't
written this book. If this
war hadn't happened,
maybe this book wouldn't
exist either. It also has a
piece of my soul on it...
PART FIVE. THE FIRST
STAGE Chapter One By
the beginning of World
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War II, Great Britain was
a great maritime empire.
Ever since the days of
Queen Victoria, it had
been considered the center
of world seaborne trade.
This trade, of course, was
not so much maritime as it
was colonial. English ships
sailed all over the world,
bringing exotic goods to
the metropolis, which
were then transported
back to England in pieces.
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